THE LYSISTRATA, 102-187

CA.   If they try force ?

LY.                             They'll soon get tired of thai

If we keep firm.   Scant joy a husband gets
Who finds himself at discord with his wife.

CA.   Well, then, if so you wish it, so we'll have it,

LA.  An* our gude folk we'se easily persuade

To keep the Peace wi' never a thocht o' guile:
But your Albanian hairamscairum callauts
Wlia sail persuade them no to play the fule ?

LY.  O we'll persuade our people, never fear.

LA.   Not while ye've gat thae gallies rigged sae trim,
An' a' that rowth o' siller nigh the Goddess.0

LY.  O but, my dear, we've taken thought for that:
This very morn we seize the Acropolis.
Now, whilst we're planning and conspiring here,
The elder women have the task assigned them,
Under pretence of sacrifice, to seize it.

LA.  A' will gae finely, an' ye talk like that.

LY.  Then why not, Lampifco, at once combine
All in one oath, and clench the plot securely ?

LA.  Weel, you propound the aith, an' we'se a' tak' it.

LY.  Good;  now then, Scythianess,*' don't  stand there

faping.
,   set   a   great   black   shield   here,   hollow
upwards.

And bring the sacrificial bits,
CA.                                             And how

Are we to swear, Lysistrata ?
LY.                                              We'll sky

fl A reserve of 1000 talents set aside for pressing1 emergency
(Thuc. ii. 24). It was now proposed (Thuc. viii. 15) to use this in
building a fleet to replace the ships lost at Syracuse.

b Scythian archers were employed in Athens as police; the
women have therefore a Scylliianess.